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WATCHING THE TRANSIT.

fHE YVARIED SUCCESS OF OBRSERVERE IN
THIS AND OTHER COUNTRIES.

The reports received yesterday of the ob-
servations of the transit of Venus show that some
»f the astronomers, from whom jncomplete state-
ments or none at all were published yesterday
norning, met with success beyond their antiecipa-
jions. The observers on -the Pacific coast
3ad  exceptional oppertunities, Prof. David-
wop. in charze of a Government Dpar-
'y at Tort Selden, New-Mexico, telesrapbs:
“The day opened beautifully clear. The sun was
got ome Jdiameter above the mountains when the -
jrst internal contact was observed, being much |
iater than the predicted time. The atmosphere at

this low altitude was very unsteady., The atmos-
phere of Venus was seen outside the sun’s limbs.
The second contaot (internal) was satiefactorily ob-
served, the atmosphere growing steady. Microm-
eter measurements were then made between the
limbs of the sun and Venus. These werse satisfac-
tory. During these measurements the first group
of six plotograph plates was exposed, and gave
sharp outlines, exhibiting the planet very well de--
finea. After the pianet had advanced one diam-
eter on the body of the sun photograph
plates were exposed in groups of six
every eight minutes. These photographs are
remarkably fine, and no single hitch ocourred
throughout the whole series. While this work was
beinz done micrometer measurements of the polar
and equatorial diameter of Venus were made with
3 double-image micrometer in equatorial ard tras-
jit instruments. The meridian transit of the first
imb of venus and the last limb of the sun were
pbserved. Photographs of the groups were fin-
[shed in about 20 minutes betore  the
third enntact, and give 216 splendid pic-
tures. When micrometer measurements were
made between the limbof the planet and of the
zun, the third contact (Internal) was observed with

reat precision, the limbs of Veanus and the sun
geing remarkably sharp and well defined. After
tnis contact part of the planet's disk beyond the
sun’s border was partly surrounded by a white
pircle of light. The last contact was also ebserved
with great precision. The whole work has been an
rminent success, and not a single item was missed
In the programme of the day’s work.”

The French party at St. Augustine, Fla., had
rlear weather Wednesdav, and Col. Perrier ob-
tained good and complete observations. At Carl-
ion College Observatory, at Northfleld, Minn., |
stouds obscured the sun until 11 o’clock. The third
sontact only was falrlv witnessed. ‘The observa-
iions at the Denver University were unsatisfactory.
Venus was seen at her egress through thin clouds.
At Middletown. Conn., Prof. Van_ Vlech, of Wes:
:eyan University, observed only the two lnternal
sontacts, at 9:16:27 and 2:39:23, Washington time.
The transit was easily seen at St. John, New-
foundland. :

The day was wonderfally bright and clear at
panama. and the transit was distinctly seen, with
‘he exception of & moment or two, when the sun's
‘ace was clonded. Despite cloudy weather at.
hapultepeo, Mexico, 13 photogravhs were taken.
. Bernquet de la Grye, Chief of the Frenoh com-
pission ~ in Puebla, reports that his party
sbserved the transit with entire success. The
American observers in New-Zealand obtained suc-
tessful observations. Good results were had, also,
n Tasmania and New South Wales. In Melbourne
i3 photographs were obtained. Observers in
ueensland and Sydney were unsuccessful. The
L'merican observers at Cape Town met with good
juccess. At Potsdam, Prussia, good photographs
rere obtained. ;

Loxpoy, Dec. 7.—The Directing Astronomer
of the Royal Society at the Oxford Observatory
has received a telegram from Jamaica stating that
zll four contacts of the planet Venus were ob-
perved there.
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